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Hamlet 5.1  “Alas, poor Yorick” 

1. When Hamlet sees all those skulls lying around, what are his thoughts about 
the meaning of life and death? 

2. Who’s Yorick? How does Hamlet feel about him? 
3. How does Hamlet feel when he holds his skull in his hands (be specific)? 
4. What point, exactly, is Hamlet trying to make when he talks about Alexander 

the Great and Caesar?  
5. From what the priest (or Doctor) said, how do they think Ophelia died? What is the priest’s objection? How 

does Laertes feel about it? 
6. What’s Hamlet’s problem with Laertes?  
7. So, how old is Hamlet, anyway? Are you sure?  
8.  How do we know both Polonius and Laertes were terribly wrong in their council to Ophelia about Hamlet? 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Hamlet 5.2  “The readiness is all” 
 

1. In dealing with Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, how has Hamlet shown he has changed from 
the beginning of the play? Consider the word “Rashly” and his phrase, “Ere I could make a 
prologue to my brains.” 

2. How does Hamlet feel about what he did to R&G and why? 
3. List the reasons Hamlet gives to Horatio to justify his killing Claudius. There are four. How’s his conscience? 
4. How does Hamlet feel towards Laertes at the beginning of the scene? What does he realize? (80-85) 
5. Horatio senses doom and urges Hamlet to postpone the duel. What is Hamlet’s response? (this is when he 

talks about “the fall of a sparrow” and it’s quite difficult – you need to unravel what he says) 
6. At which line does Laertes second-guess himself? 
7. As Hamlet lies dying, Horatio says he wants to be an “antique Roman” and commit suicide. Hamlet stops 

him. Why? Why is this important to him? 
8. Comment on Hamlet’s last line (“The rest is silence”) in this very long play where he has so many lines 

(ignore “O, o, o, o”). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    AAAAAND SCENE!! 


