
Mini EN 10 Ms. Vadacchino 

Answer all questions in complete sentences and provide evidence for all your ideas.  
 

You must also choose a passage from each scene that strikes you. Copy the line 
and line number and explain why you chose it. Be prepared to share with the class. 
 
Othello 3.4 

1. What is the history of the handkerchief?  
2. Why do you think Emilia does not reveal what happened to the 

handkerchief? This seems crazy! 
3. What do you think of Emilia’s words: 

  “Tis not a year or two shows us a man. 
  They are all but stomachs, and we all but food; 
  They eat us hungerly, and when they are full 
  They belch us. (3.4.120-123) 

4. What explanations does Desdemona provide to account for Othello’s changed behaviour? 
5. How does Emilia explain the nature of jealousy? 
6. What is Cassio most concerned about at the end of the scene? What does this suggest about his 

character (which we already knew from earlier in the play)? 
 
 
Othello 4.1 

1. How does Cassio speak of Bianca to Iago? How does he then speak to her? What is your opinion 
of Cassio and has it changed since the beginning of the play? 

2. Why does Cassio follow Bianca? What does this reveal about where his priorities lie? 
3. How should Othello deliver his line at line 188? 
4. How should Iago deliver his line at line 226? 
5. Find examples to show how Othello’s once noble and lofty language is sinking to Iago’s bestial 

level.  
6. How did you react to ‘the slap’? How should the people on stage react? What do you think of 

Desdemona’s reaction? 
 
Othello 4.2 

1. Why does Desdemona say “’Tis meet I should be used so, very meet” (4.2.125)? She is speaking 
to herself and nobody else is there. What does this suggest about her character? How do you feel 
about her after this comment? 

2. What does Emilia think is the cause of Othello’s horrible treatment of Desdemona? 
3. What evidence is there that Emilia does not suspect her husband of foul play? 

 
Othello 4.3 

1. What is the essence of Emilia’s speech? Does Desdemona understand her? 
 
Assignment: Character Comparison 


